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“For unto you is born this day… a Savior.”   
 

The angel did not speak these words to Mary, the 

mother of Jesus.  These words were spoken to the 

shepherds. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given.” (Isaiah 9:6) This message is for us! As the 

expression goes - it is the reason for the season.  

The shepherds were amazed by this message – “To you 

is born this day… a Savior.”  And so they went with 

haste to behold this baby lying in a manger. This is a 

message that transforms lives. 

But what does it mean for us when we hear the 

Christmas message that the Christ child is given to us? 

Most parents believe that their new born child is an 

awesome gift from God. Most parents who have 

adopted a child hold the same belief. But how is this 

child born of Mary such an awesome and unimaginable 

gift for us? The key to understanding the gift of this 

baby born in Bethlehem is found in Scripture. He is our 

Savior! “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 
 

Isaiah says that He will be called the “Prince of Peace” 

and that His kingdom will be established forever. 

(Isaiah 9:6-7) John says, “All things were made through Him… and in Him was life.” (John 1:3-4) When you 

hold a new born infant, you can sense the miracle of life that is in your hands. You can also sense the hope and 

promise that lies within a newborn baby. 
 

Our life is found in the child’s birth that we celebrate at Christmas. Our hope and promise is found in this “babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes.” He is our Savior! He is the door into an eternal paradise with God, who will 

wipe away every tear and will also wipe away all mourning, crying, pain, and even death itself will be no more. 

(John 10:9; Revelation 21:4) 
 

I love to hold a new born baby following his or her baptism. I feel a peace in my heart holding a newly adopted 

child of God. And I am reminded that it is through this child from heaven, born of woman, that we receive 

adoption as children of God. (Galatians 4:4-5) He is the Prince of Peace who gives us peace which passes all 

understanding.  
 

This child born to us brings us peace with God. Jesus saves us from the sin that separates us from God. He saves 

us from a life without meaning and purpose. Jesus is the key to understanding the message, “For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given.” The child is God’s Son! The child is our Savior! Our life, our hope, our peace, our 

joy, and our love are all wrapped up in this “inexpressible gift from God.” Jesus is the greatest gift that we can 

receive and the greatest gift that we can share this Christmas.   
 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Nate Bjorge 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of the gift of grace we have received 

through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

-To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through worship and serving others in our community 

and throughout the world. 
 

 

 

 

CEMETERY BOARD OFFICERS 
 

Chairman—Brian Johnson (218) 863-2204 

Treasurer—Judy Johnson (218) 863-2204 

Secretary—Bill Osborne (218) 863-7913 

 

North Immanuel is Online: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 

 

 

Do you prefer to get your Seed & Feed emailed to you?  If so, please email the church 

(nilchurch@yahoo.com) and state your preference. 
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North Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

 

November 12, 2025 

 

Present: Grant Meyer, Jane Knorr, Bonnie Harry, Leon Dunham, Bryant Briard, Nolan Dunham, Becky Lage, 

Tanner Nelson, Duane Ishaug, and Pastor Nate Bjorge, Shyla Strandlien, Treasurer. 
 

Absent: Tom Axness 
 

The meeting was called to order by Grant Meyer at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Nate led us in devotions. Transitions in Life 
 

Pastor Nate resigned his position at Stavanger Lutheran Church. His last day will be on December 15 th. 
 

Treasurers Report – Shared by Shyla Strandlien. Shyla explained the MN Paid Leave.  It will cost the church 

$8.40/month.  Jane Knorr made a motion that the church pay the fees.  Nolan Dunham 2nd the motion.  Motion 

carried. 
 

Secretary’s report.  One change on adjourning of the meeting made.  Leon Dunham made a motion to accept 

minutes.  Bryant Briard 2nd motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Pastoral Report – He attended the meatball supper.  Visited shut ins.  Attended local ministerium meeting.  

Some discussion on Lenten services.  He will be on vacation next week. 
 

Committees – 
 

  Worship – Roger Michaelson will be doing pulpit supply on November 23rd.  We will be presenting 

Hallie Tollerud her bible that Sunday.  Shoe boxes will be collected and the children will sing a song.  Still 

working on quotes for altar clothes.  Grander will be performing December 3 rd.  Sign up sheet for food and 

helping with the serving.  Sign up for directory committee will be closed this Sunday.   
 

Stewardship – The children are being served wafers during communion if okay with their parents. 
 

Education – Deciding on a Christmas Program.   
 

Property and Management – Discussion was held on whether or not we should accept the settlement 

from the siding company and make plans to repair the siding in the spring. 
 

Old Business –    
 

No old business. 
 

New Business –    
 

One of our God Children has graduated.  We want to continue sponsoring 3 children.  Conni Axness will look 

into adding a new student to our sponsorship. 

 

Benevolence was given to three families experiencing medical hardship. 
 

Jane Knorr made a motion to pay the $1000.00 to the LCMC that is in the budget for 2025.  Duane Ishaug 2nd 

motion.  Motion carried. 



 

Annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th.  Breakfast 8-9, church at 9.  Meeting to follow church 

service.   

 

We will decide on what to serve after the Christmas Program and get it in the bulletin. 
 

Ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Motion made by Nolan Dunham to adjourn meeting.  2nd by Duane Ishaug.  Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 

Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Submitted by Jane Knorr 

 

 

 

North Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Oct 31, 2025 

Year to Date Income  $78,335.89 

Year to Date Expenses  $88,744.87 

Net               $-10,408.98 

*Not included in above income: 

 $104,000 estate gift put into a CD 

 $10,000 transfer from savings 

 

For those who’d like to give from afar or schedule recurring giving, online offering now available! Visit our website at 

NILChurch.org or scan the QR code:  

 

 

  

Sunday, December 14, 2025 during Worship  ☺ 

  ☺ Birthday Party for Jesus 

     10:00 a.m. December 21, 2025 

  

 

 

 

 



Come Grow old with me, the Best is Yet to Be 
 

The Following is a list of our members who are either in a Senior Living Facility, Nursing Home, or are homebound in 

some way. 

We understand that at times like this, you may want to call ahead to see if a personal visit is encouraged or welcomed.  

If not, a phone call, a note or card in the mail goes a long way to warm a heart & brighten a day.  
 

Dennis Stoen       Ila Ishaug                  

222 N Whitford St, Apt 103 218-517-9044 (cell)  Shorewood Landing 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537  218-998-2213 (LL)  6000 Chaska Rd  Apt 110 
        Excelsior, MN 55331 

Loretta Ishaug    

215 E Mill St Apt 107  

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 

              

Lois Ishaug        

119 N Broadway       

Room 105         

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572       
 

If you know of someone who should or would like to be on this list  

please call or email the church office 218-863-5447 nilchurch@yahoo.com 

 

The most important thing you can give the elderly is your TIME. 

Time is the most precious gift of all, and it doesn’t cost a thing.  

 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have been given by God.  Here are our members who have birthda ys in 
December so we can help each other celebrate. 

 
Nicholas Hovland 12/03   Dawn Shulstad  12/12 
McKoy Briard  12/03   Celeste Torgerson  12/14 
Lynnzee Johnson 12/04   Bree Anderson  12/15 
Jay Roste  12/04   Josh Lynnes  12/20 
David Fouquette  12/04   Timothy Klovstad 12/21 
Krystle Meyer  12/05   William Wells Jr. 12/22 

David Ishaug  12/06   Steven Strandlien 12/26 
Peyton Christianson 12/08   Mary Thompson  12/26 
Graham Tollerud 12/08   Brylee Meyer  12/30 
Isaiah Bai  12/10   Leo Hanville  12/31 
David Dunham  12/12 
Nolan Dunham  12/12 

 

This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in December and your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please 
call it to Kara so we can update our records.  May your birthday be a blessed one!  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
4:00 p.m. December 24, 2025 
 

 

 



 

NORTH IMMANUEL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sunday Worship     Holy Communion 

9:00 a.m.     First and Third Sunday of each month 
 

Coffee Fellowship    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. following worship services 10:00 a.m. Sept-May 
 

Bible Study  

9:00 a.m. Wednesdays 

 

 

Serving Opportunities  

• Serve Sunday Coffee Fellowship  

10:00 a.m. following worship 

• Be a Reader Sunday morning 

Reading material is available ahead of time 

• Offer special music for worship service 

Contact Bonnie H, Conni A, or Pastor Nate 

Nate Bjorge, NILC Pastor 

320-360-0277 
 

NILC COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Grant Meyer, President 

701-403-0578 grantmeyer1987@gmail.com 
 

Duane Ishaug, Vice President, Property & Management 

218-280-0589 
 

Jane Knorr, Secretary, Education 

218-731-4464 
 

Tanner Nelson, Stewardship 

218-849-3731 1947ihkb23qt@gmail.com  
 

Nolan Dunham, Property & Management 

218-205-6247 
 

Becky Lage, Worship 

701-630-0473 jaylynjace@me.com 
 

Bonnie Harry, Worship 

218-770-4570 harryoutwest@gmail.com 
 

Tom Axness, Property & Management 

218-329-6882 
 

Bryant Briard, Education 

218-849-8353 
 

Leon Dunham, Stewardship 

218-493-4365 
 

 

 

 

 



December 2025 
Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
9:00 a.m. BS 

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

POH; No Conf.;  5:15-
6:45 p.m. Fellowship 
Supper; 7:00 p.m. 
Granders Concert  

4 
 
 
 

 
FULL MOON  

5 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 

6 

7 
2ND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. SS 

8 9 10 
9:00 a.m. BS 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
POH; 6:00 p.m. 

Conf.; 7:00 p.m. 
Church Council mtg 

11 
 
 
 

 
LAST QTR MOON 

12 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 

13 

14 
3RD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

9:00 a.m. WS & SS 
Christmas Program 

15 
Deadline for January 
S&F and Calendar 

16 17 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

POH 
6:00 p.m. Conf. 

18 19 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 
 

 
 
NEW MOON 

20 

21 
4TH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT;  

WINTER BEGINS 
9:00 a.m. WS/HC 
10:00 a.m. Birthday 
party for Jesus 

22 23 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 p.m. WS 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

26 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 

27 
 
 

 
 
1ST QTR MOON 

28 
9:00 a.m. WS 
No SS 

29 30 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

   
Greeters:  Philip & 

Robbie Shulstad (7 & 
14); Steve & Sandie 
Strandlien (21 & 28)  

 
***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 
responsibility to find a 

replacement.***       

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 



Following Worship service 
 

 

 

 
NORTH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PO BOX 438    
PELICAN RAPIDS, MN 56572-0438 

 
              ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
SHARING 

THE NEWS 
WITH… 
  

14 21 
21 25 24 31 7 


