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Nearly every year since the Pilgrims landed on 

Plymouth Rock a day has been set aside to offer thanks 

to God for His providence. Our first President, George 

Washington issued the first proclamation for a national 

Thanksgiving Day in his first year and first term of 

office, to be observed on the 26th of November, 1789. 

It is important to remember that half of the Pilgrims 

died within the first year after the Mayflower arrived 

on our shores. Despite all of the hardships they still 

gave thanks to God.  
 

President Abraham Lincoln made this Thanksgiving 

Day Proclamation in 1863, when America was in the 

midst of a civil war, “It has seemed to me fit and 

proper that the gifts of God should be solemnly, 

reverently, and gratefully acknowledged with one heart 

and one voice by the whole American people.”  In the 

words of St. Paul, we are to “rejoice always; pray 

constantly; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (1 Thessalonians 

5:16-19) 
 

How is it possible to give thanks to God in all 

circumstances, when we are experiencing pain and 

suffering and when it appears the world is crumbling around us? What allowed the Pilgrims like Edward 

Winslow, who lost his wife, to still give thanks to God? Even in the midst of dark circumstances the Light of 

Jesus Christ was not diminished. When “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” 

has been revealed to us, we see things differently. Even in the valley of the shadow of death we see God’s 

presence and love for us.     
 

Robert Barron puts it this way, “Christianity is, above all, a way of seeing. Everything else in Christian life 

flows from and circles around the transformation of vision.” John Newton writes about this is his renowned 

hymn “Amazing Grace” when he states, “I once… was blind, but now I see.” Through the grace of God he 

overcame his spiritual blindness. Unfortunately, not everyone has overcome their spiritual blindness. St Paul 

writes, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:4)  

 

As John Baillie writes, “A true Christian is one who never for a moment forgets what God has done for him or 

her in Christ, and whose whole comportment and whole activity have their root in the sentiment of gratitude.” 

We received that visual transformation to see clearly all that God has done for us in Jesus Christ. As we prepare 

to celebrate Thanksgiving we have an opportunity to open our eyes to see how God has blessed us and our 

nation and then to honor God by offering our gratitude.  
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of the gift of grace we have received 

through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

-To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through worship and serving others in our community 

and throughout the world. 
 

 

 

 

CEMETERY BOARD OFFICERS 
 

Chairman—Brian Johnson (218) 863-2204 

Treasurer—Judy Johnson (218) 863-2204 

Secretary—Bill Osborne (218) 863-7913 

 

North Immanuel is Online: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 

 

 

Do you prefer to get your Seed & Feed emailed to you?  If so, please email the church 

(nilchurch@yahoo.com) and state your preference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nilchurch@yahoo.com


 
 

The OCC Shoebox Collection is Sunday, November 23rd.   

 

For more information on how to pack a shoebox, visit this website < 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/>. 

 

Boxes are available at church if you need one. 

 

North Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Sept 30, 2025 

Year to Date Income  $72,866.34 

Year to Date Expenses  $79,953.96 

Net               $-7,087.62 

*Not included in above income: 

 $104,000 estate gift put into a CD 

 

For those who’d like to give from afar or schedule recurring giving, online offering now available! Visit our website at 
NILChurch.org or scan the QR code:  

 

 

 

 

➢ We will do continuous communion at all services from this time forward. 
 

➢ We will not be passing the plate for offering. The plate is in the back of the 

church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



North Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
 

October 8, 2025 
 

Present: Grant Meyer, Jane Knorr, Bonnie Harry, Leon Dunham, Tom Axness, Bryant Briard, Becky Lage, 

Tanner Nelson, Duane Ishaug, and Pastor Nate Bjorge, Shyla Strandlien, Treasurer. 
 

Absent: Nolan Dunham 
 

The meeting was called to order by Grant Meyer at 6:56 p.m. 
 

Pastor Nate led us in devotions. Death 
 

Treasurers Report – Shared by Shyla Strandlien. Shyla will start to bring bills paid in the prior month to be 

reviewed by 2 trustees before the meeting.  Report placed on file. 
 

One addition was made to the Secretary’s minutes.  Pastor Isaiah Bai is a deployed Chaplin in the United States 

Army.  Becky made a motion to approve minutes. Leon Dunham 2nd. Motion carried. 
 

Pastoral Report – There are 3 services for Nursing homes and assisted living now because of the remodeling 

project.  Nate attended the ministerium meeting in town.  Submitted an article to the Press.  Confirmation is 

going well. Will be on vacation November 17th to the 23rd. Bonnie Harry will get pulpit supply. Nate will let 

Kara know his office hours so she can put it in the bulletin. 
 

Committees – 
 

  Worship – The Press was informed to change the minister to Nate Bjorge. We will begin to have walk 

through communion at all times rather than kneeling at the rail. We need to begin a new text thread for the 

council. Bonnie is working on alter cloth ideas with Jay from Hurleys.  Cloths similar to what we have are 

$2600 to $3200 for each set.  Looking at different options. New flags and poles needed at alter. Change kids 

activity bags to Christmas theme. We need to update the church directory.  A committee will be formed. 
 

Stewardship – Discussed communion wafers. Donna Dunham is interested in hosting a painting class 

on November 20th at 6:00 p.m.  It is open to all and will cost $35 per person for supplies.  We will go back to 

having the offering plate in the back of the church.  Discussed noisy offering.  Tabled until next meeting. 
 

Education – We have 2 classes of students.  PreK to 2nd grade and 3rd grade to 6th grade.  Began 

practicing song each Sunday.   

Property and Management – Nothing to report. 
 

 Old Business –    
 

No old business. 
 

New Business –    
 

Jane Knorr made a motion to give a $150.00 donation to the lighted horse parade in Pelican Rapids. Tanner 

Nelson 2nd motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Jane Knorr made a motion to make a $300.00 donation to a family dealing with medical issues. Becky Lage 2nd 

motion.  Motioned carried. 
 

Duane Ishaug made a motion to give $500 to LRHC Breast Cancer Awareness.  Bonnie Harry 2nd motion.  

Motion carried. 
 

Bryant gave Nate a name of a member that would be interested in him visiting. 
 

Motion made by Nolan Dunham to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m, Leon Dunham 2nd motion.  Motion carried.   



Meeting adjourned. 
 

No Thanksgiving service. 
 

Christmas Eve services will be held at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Ended with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 

Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Submitted by Jane Knorr 

 

  

 

Thank you for the cards and the flowers given in memory and honor of my Dad. 

We are blessed to be a part of such a compassionate and supportive congregation! 

Pastor Nate and Family 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NORTH IMMANUEL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sunday Worship     Holy Communion 

9:00 a.m.     First and Third Sunday of each month 
 

Coffee Fellowship    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. following worship services 10:00 a.m. Sept-May 
 

Bible Study  

9:00 a.m. Wednesdays 

 

 

Serving Opportunities  

• Serve Sunday Coffee Fellowship  

10:00 a.m. following worship 

• Be a Reader Sunday morning 

Reading material is available ahead of time 

• Offer special music for worship service 

Contact Bonnie H, Conni A, or Pastor Nate 

Nate Bjorge, NILC Pastor 

320-360-0277 
 

NILC COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Grant Meyer, President 

701-403-0578 grantmeyer1987@gmail.com 
 

Duane Ishaug, Vice President, Property & Management 

218-280-0589 
 

Jane Knorr, Secretary, Education 

218-731-4464 
 

Tanner Nelson, Stewardship 

218-849-3731 1947ihkb23qt@gmail.com  
 

Nolan Dunham, Property & Management 

218-205-6247 
 

Becky Lage, Worship 

701-630-0473 jaylynjace@me.com 
 

Bonnie Harry, Worship 

218-770-4570 harryoutwest@gmail.com 
 

Tom Axness, Property & Management 

218-329-6882 
 

Bryant Briard, Education 

218-849-8353 
 

Leon Dunham, Stewardship 

218-493-4365 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Come Grow old with me, the Best is Yet to Be 
 

The Following is a list of our members who are either in a Senior Living Facility, Nursing Home, or are homebound in 

some way. 

We understand that at times like this, you may want to call ahead to see if a personal visit is encouraged or welcomed.  

If not, a phone call, a note or card in the mail goes a long way to warm a heart & brighten a day. 
 

Dennis Stoen       Ila Ishaug                  

222 N Whitford St, Apt 103 218-517-9044 (cell)  47190 E Lake Lizzie Rd 

Fergus Falls, MN 56537  218-998-2213 (LL)  Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 

 

Loretta Ishaug    

215 E Mill St Apt 107  

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
              

Lois Ishaug        

119 N Broadway       

Room 105         

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572       
 

If you know of someone who should or would like to be on this list  

please call or email the church office 218-863-5447 nilchurch@yahoo.com 

 

The most important thing you can give the elderly is your TIME. 

Time is the most precious gift of all, and it doesn’t cost a thing. 

 

 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have been given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in 

November so we can help each other celebrate. 

 

Tanner Nelson  11/03  Grant Meyer  11/18 

Gerald Thompson 11/06  Thomas Serra  11/18 

Jayme Lynnes  11/06  Sherry Klovstad  11/19 

Johanna Knorr  11/09  Logan Knorr  11/21 

Amanda Dunham  11/10  Joseph Roste  11/24 

Farrah Briard  11/11  Jared Lynnes  11/25 

Heidi Fouquette  11/16  Allyssa Ross  11/26 

Kelly Osborne  11/16  Ethan Fearing  11/27 

Scott Delp  11/17  Kelly Lindell  11/28 

Beverly Mahmood 11/18 

 

This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in November and your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please 

call it to Kara so we can update our records.  May your birthday be a blessed one! 

 

 

 



November 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

Greeters:  David & 

Shelly Dunham (2, 9, 

& 16); Bryant & Allie 

Briard (23 & 30) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find a 

replacement.***      

        1 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

2 
DAYLIGHT SAVING 

TIME ENDS 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. SS 

3 
PDO 

4 
ELECTION DAY 

5 
9:00 a.m. BS; 10:00 

a.m.-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

FULL MOON 

6 7 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 

8 

9 
9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. SS 

10 
PDO 

11 
VETERANS DAY 

 

 

LAST QTR MOON 

12 
9:00 a.m. BS 

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

POH; 6:00 p.m. Conf. 

7:00 p.m. Council mtg 

13 14 
12:00-4:00 p.m. POH 

15 

16 
9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. SS 

 

Pr. Nate on vacation 
→ 

17 
Deadline for 

December S&F and 

Calendar 

 

-------------------------- 

18 
 

 

 

 

------------------------- 

19 
 

 

 

 

-------------------------- 

20 
 

 

 

NEW MOON 

-------------------------- 

21 
 

 

 

 

-------------------------- 

22 
 

 

 

 

-------------------------- 

23 
CHRIST THE KING 

SUNDAY; 9:00 a.m. 

WS & Shoebox 

Collection; 10:00 a.m. 

SS 

-------  

24 
PDO 

25 26 
9:00 a.m. BS  

27 
THANKSGIVING 

DAY 

28 
 

 

 

1ST QTR MOON 

29 

30 
1ST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT  

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. SS 

            

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy Communion; WS=Worship Service; 

Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 



Following Worship service 
 

 

 

 
NORTH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 438    

PELICAN RAPIDS, MN 56572-0438 
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SHARING 
THE NEWS 
WITH… 
  

1 2 4 11 23 
27 30 


